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And finally, turning to English society, the indictment centres upon that movement towards Woman's Suffrage which has characterized English life during the last two years. "Does not the Suffragette, loud-voiced, coarse-minded, stealing about like a thief with a hammer up her sleeve, represent English women to the civilized world ? " To this caricature they oppose the picture of the German woman, her virtues, her dignity and her simplicity. They cite the magnificent answer of the Prussian mother in the War of Liberation of 1813 : " Who is the noblest woman ? " " She who has given most sons to die for the Fatherland." Or they quote Queen Luise ; " The children's world, that is world enough for me." Yet she was capable of appreciating Goethe. German women, too, they assert, have gone to war; but German women make war, not against flower-beds or golf-links, insensate pillar-boxes or shop windows, but like soldiers against soldiers. They quote those tragic and pathetic incidents which occurred dtiring the great Befreiungskrieg exactly a hundred years ago ; and from that they go back four years earlier to those incidents which marked the battlefields in the heroic rising of the Prussian Schill in 1809, when in more than one instance, as the helmets of the dead were removed, a flood of golden hair rolled down from under the helmet to the waist of the fallen. Thai, they say, is how German women go to war.
Now the accuracy or inaccuracy of the various counts in this indictment is irrelevant here; what concerns us is that, now on this point, now on that, it is accepted by thousands of Germans at the present